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One Hundred Years Ago 


ALTON, then a wilderness town, with a population 
of five or six hundred, was about to experience a great 
inflation of land values, resulting from a rapid increase 
of population. Town lot prices rose 1000 percent and 
all signs indicated a certain future greatness for the 
village. 


At the beginning of this “boom” eight citizens of 
Alton and vicinity met, on January 28, 1833, and formally 
voted that “It was expedient to have a Baptist Church 
constituted in Lower Alton.” 


Nine persons were present at that meeting-viz: 
Ephraim Marsh, James Marsh, Joseph King, Wm. Mann- 
ing, William Hayden, Alvin Bailey, Stephen Griggs, Mark 
Pierson and Ebenezer Marsh. Reverend Alvin Bailey was 
chosen as their first pastor. On March 9, 1833, these nine 
with ten others, decided to constitute the First Baptist 
Church of Alton on March 10, 1833. ** 


Rev. John M. Peck was Moderator and Ephraim 
Marsh was Clerk of that meeting. * : 


The summary of faith and practice was adopted, 
being taken from Second Baptist Church of Boston, Mass. 
where it had been adopted ninety years previous. 


Rev. Alvin Bailey’s pastorate terminated in April 
1884. 
** See page Ten for names of Charter Members. 

* NOTE: In the first nine years of the Ohurch, there were 
eight Ohurch Olerks, while in the neat forty-three years, only 
one—Richard Flagg, who served from 1842 to 1885. His records 


show a careful, painstaking and conscientious performance seldom 
surpassed, 
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During the. first sixty-three years, other pastors 
succeeded in the following order: 
Rev. Ebenezer Rodgers 
Rev. Dwight Ives 
Rev. Gideon B. Perry 
Rev. Otis Hackett 
Rev. Robert F. Ellis 
Rev: R. R. Coon 
Rev. Melvin Jameson 
Rev. Nathaniel Butler 
Rev T. G. Field 
Rev. L. A. Abbott 


Nov. 1884—Dec. 1885 
June 1836—May 1839 
Jan. 1841—Spring of 1843 
April 1845—April 1847 
Oct. 1847—Nov. 1853 

Jan. 1855—April 1859 
April 1860—July 1869 
Jan. 1870—Nov. 1872 
Sept. 1873—Feb. 1879 
April 1879—Aug. 1896 


The average length of these eleven pastorates was 
less than six years, and there had been intervals, ag- 
gregating about eight years, in which the church had no 
pastor. 


The Historical Sketch given at the Fiftieth An- 
niversary states that these intervals were filled, up to 
that time almost without exception, by members of the 
faculty of Shurtleff College. None of these eleven pas- 
tors are now living, and there would be few of the present 


' members who could recall the periods of their ministry, 


particularily those periods prior to the two last men- 
tioned. 


The Church records disclose the usual and natural 
variations in the appraisement of the quality of service 
rendered by these ministers of God’s Word. The records 
of some occupy small space in the annals, while the work 
of others is more fully recounted. 


Some of these pastorates occurred during times 
of great financial distress in the country, making it diffi- 
cult to maintain the usual program of Church activity. 
Periods of apathy and indifference were interspersed 
with other seasons of unusual interest in the response 
to the Holy Spirit and the ministry of the Word. No- 
where do the records indicate any failure of loyalty to 
the Truth as it is in Jesus—or inclination to minimize 
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the essential importance of the mediatorial character of 
His sacrifice. No easier way was offered in order to 
avoid the “Offense of the Cross.” 


Adherence to these fundamentals of Christian faith 
has greatly helped the members to “Keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace,” to maintain a continu- 
ing interest in the support of Home and Foreign Miss- 
ions as evidenced by the list of members who have gone 
out to a ministry in one or the other of these two fields.* 
The interest in Missions, which this church has so 
consistently maintained, has been due, in large measure 
to the efforts of the Ladies Missionary Society, a devot- 
ed group of women whose support of this cause has done 
much to adorn the record! of ‘Missions’ in this church. 


Two pastors, both living, have occupied the pulpit 
during the remaining thirty-seven years of the century 
(excepting about one year when a supply pastor, Dr. 
Truex, of St. Louis, was engaged.) Rev. M. W. Tiwing 
succeeded Dr. L. A. Abbott in September 1896 and con- 
tinued for thirty years as pastor—to August 1926. 


The two pastorates of Dr. Abbott and Dr. Twing 
cover almost one-half of the one hundred years of the 
Church History——seventeen years for the former and 
thirty years for the latter. How earnestly and conscien- 
tiously Dr. Twing gave devoted attention to the work is 
well remembered by most of the present membership. 
His high ideas of service and conduct maintained the 
character and standing of the Church in the community 
and the denomination—a contribution not always fully 
appraised at the time. 


Severing relations between pastor and people, after 
thirty years of faithful service, was not easy for the 
members. Many of them had never had the experience 
of such a change. Out of abundance of caution the Church 
moved slowly and engaged Dr. H. E. Truex, of St. Louis 
as interim pastor for one year. On June 1, 1927, Rev J. 
Morgan Warner, of Toronto, Canada, who on May 12th 
had accepted a call to become pastor, began the service 


* See page Ten. 
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which continues so acceptably to this time. It has not 
been the custom! of the Church to embarrass its pastors 
while in office with an unusual burden of praise and com- 
mendation, and the present chronicles will resist the temp- 
tation to violate the custom. After all, how inaccurate 
and incomplete must all human appraisement be when it 
seeks to measure the value of Christian life and service in 
the Church. How many there must be, whose names sel- 
dom appear in the records whose faith and works and 
quiet testimony would rank high in Divine estimation. 
Particularly is this true of the noble women, wives of 
pastors, whose influence has been so rich in Christian 
quality. 


Buildings aw Horations. 


The first services of the Church were held for a 
few months in Lyceum Hall, at the northeast corner of 
Second and Alby Streets, occupying these rooms joint- 
ly with the Presbyterians. 


These two societies next occupied the stone meet- 
ing house at the northeast corner of Third and Market 
Streets, owned by Captain Benjamin Godfrey. 


The first house of worship built by this Church 
was in 1834 at the northeast corner of Third and Alby 
Streets, and had aj seating capacity of 250. It was 
occupied only a short time and was then sold to the 
Methodists for $8,000.00. In 1836 a lot at the south- 
east corner of Second and’ Haston Streets was purchased 
for $4,000.00 and a church building erected thereon at 
a cost of $18,000.00. This was at a time of great in- 
flation of values—fictitious values. The amount expend- 
ed was never realized and the property was lost in 1843 
through debt to the Alton Marine & Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, but was still occupied by the Church. The year 
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following, in order to prevent the property from passing 
into other hands and to enable the Church to redeem 
it, nine brethren agreed to purchase it from the Insurance 
Company at $3,000.02 which they did and gave it to the 
Church. For more than twenty years this property was 


occupied as a church home. It would accommodate about © 


400 persons in the auditorium and had some basement 
rooms also. In March, 1860, fire destroyed the building, 
with the bell, organ, and town clock. With $3,000.00 
insurance money immediate iarrangements were made 
for a new building. In the meantime, services were held 
in Captain Ryder’s building at the southwest corner of 
Second and Alby Streets. In December, 1860, the base- 
ment of a new building at Fifth and Market Streets was 
occupied and the completed building dedicated in Sep- 
tember, 1861. This building had accommodations for 
350 persons and cost $12,000.00 and was free from 
debt. Into the deed which conveyed this lot to the 
Church, were written the Articles of Faith of the Church, 
with the proviso, that if the Church should depart from 
said articles, the property should divert to the nearest 
Baptist Church of the prescribed faith, until a Church 
of the same faith should be formed in Alton and repos- 
sess said property. This lot and! building cost $12,000.00 
of which $900.00 was contributed by the Ladies’ Sewing 
Circle. In 1898 active consideration was given to the 
matter of remodeling the Church building, or rebuilding, 
either on the same lot (being the lot now occupied) or at 
some more favorable location—in order to provide 
better accommodations for the work—particularly the 
Sunday School. The following year in August the de- 
cision was reached to remove the present building and 
rebuild on the same lot. The last meeting’ in the old 
building was held on the last Sunday in September. An 
account of this service has been preserved by Mr. Geo. 
T. Davis, and appears on the last page of this pamphlet. 


There were many delays in promoting the new 
building, among them, the changing of the plans and re- 
letting of the contract, but the building was finally com- 
pleted and dedicated on April 1, 1901, although the 
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Sunday School used the building for the Christmas pro- 
gram in December 1900. 


During the razing of the old and the completion 
of the new building, the Sunday School and Church 
services were held in the Y. M. \C. A. rooms on the Third 
Floor of the building at the southeast corner of Second 
and Market Streets. The cost of the new building and 
furnishings was about $26,000.00 and has been occupied 
continuously by the Church since its completion. 


Other Horal Work. 


A mission school in connection with the African 
Baptist Church was started under the leadership of D. D. 
Ryrie in 1849 and continued for fifteen or more years. 


In 1860 the Middletown Mission School was started 
and in 1868 a lot was secured and! a convenient building 
was erected at a cost of $400.00. This mission was lo- 
cated on the public square at the junction of Common St. 
(now Central Avenue) and College Avenue. Mr. J. L. 
Blair was leader of this school for many years. This 
work was long since discontinued. 


In 1859 a Church was formed at Coal Branch by 
seventeen members dismissed by this Church for that 
purpose. Other members soon followed, a house was 
built and a pastor secured. The work prospered for a 
time, but later only the Sunday School remained. In the 
winter of 1866, the work was revived—seventy members 
enrolled and Rev. John W. Place secured as pastor. Many 
years ago this work was discontinued entirely. 


In September, 1874, Brother J. L. Blair suggested 
the establishing of a Mission Sunday School in the eastern 
part of the City, among the German population, and a 
committee was appointed to collect funds and secure a 
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building and make necessary preparations for starting 


a Sunday School. 


Later, the Committee reported the selection of a. 
site and execution of a contract with Brother I. H. Keiser 
for the new building on the southwest corner of Fifth 
and Cherry Streets. 


In January 1875, this building was occupied and 
the school organized with Carey Emmerson, Supt., Geo. 
T. Johnson, Ass’t., Supt., and J. M. Ryrie Sec’y-Treas., 
under the name of Third Ward Mission School, later 
changed to Hunterstown Baptist Mission Sunday School. 
The cost of the lot and the original building was $1249.50 
In 1877 the building was enlarged at a cost of $660.00. 
The generosity of Captain W. H. Burroughs was most 
helpful in this work. On November 29, 1905, the build- 
ing was partly destroyed by fire, but was promptly rebuilt 
and enlarged. The name of Cherry Street Chapel suc- 
ceeded that of Hunterstown Baptist Mission Sunday 
School. 


In April 1908, the Cherry Street Baptist Church 
was organized to carry on the work which, for over 
twenty-eight years had continued as a mission of the 
First Baptist Church of Alton. During many of these 
years Dr. Robert Gibson, Rev. Melvin Jameson and his 
‘wife were in charge of the work, which under their fine 
influence was a great blessing to that part of the new 
City. Eighty-five members were dismissed from the 
First Church to join the new Church. On July 1, 1901, 
Rey. S. D. McKenny of Nokomis, Illinois, was engaged to 
take the leadership and under his active and vigorous 
efforts, the attendance was increased many -fold, leading 
to the formation of the Church, above mentioned, of 
which he became and still is the Pastor. 


The West Side Mission, now known as State Street 
Chapel, was started in 1906. A lot and building were 
bought for $1,025.00 and the work has been steadily 
maintained through times of light interest and times of 
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active effort. Student leadership has been engaged much 
of the time, without great success, but at present under 
the leadership of Rev. W- E. Darrow and some consecrated 
helpers, a worthy work is resulting. 


Another Baptist activity was the formation of the 
Alton Baptist Council, November 19,1920, which included 
five churches of the Alton district.* This organization 
still functioning regularly, seeks to promote, in mutual 
fashion, the welfare of each member as well as the 
Baptist interests as a whole. Under the auspices of 
three of its members, (the College Avenue Baptist Church 
the Cherry Street Baptist Church and Alton First Baptist 
Church) the Jameson Memorial Chapel now known as 
the Jameson Baptist Church was established on Main 
Street, in the eastern part of the city. This church now 
has about one hundred! and eighty members. The Pastor, 
Rev. O. W. Williams, has been in charge for only a few 
months and there is room for substantial growth and 
service in this field. 


Thus the work of spreading the Gospel locally, has 
always engaged the active interest of the Church, through 
the establishment of missions and Sunday Schools, which 
in some cases have developed into independent and in- 
fluential churches, touching the lives of many hundreds, 
bringing them to a knowledge of the Truth and helping 
them to keep the faith, lives which the home Church 
would never have otherwise reached. 


To this work scores of lives have been devoted— 
too many to enumerate the names here—but recorded in 
the “Book of rememberance which was written before 
him, for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon 
his name.” 


* The Alton Baptist Council now comprises twelve churches. 
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CO er ae 


Charter Members 


Ephraim Marsh 
Frances Marsh 
D. A. Spaulding 
Julia A. Spaulding 
William Hayden 


Ebenezer Marsh 
Ann Marsh 

R. Johnson 
Joseph S. King 
Mark Pierson 


Ann Hayden Herman Griggs 
James D. W. Marsh Stephen Griggs 
Henry Evans William Manning 


Isabel Evans Catherine Manning 


Mary D. Bruner 


Hurevign Field 





WD Nabay Chena sVetfoy al pee ee Burma 
JOHN Packer o.eeeeescccseensscssenesneeeemes 3 
Emma Inveen (Later Upcraft) 
Samuel] Samuelsom once ceccccncsasccccoonsecssecesncsecssccemesserscossnsegies Burma 
Mrs. Sophie Fisher Samuelson 20. .escsesscsssscccsscsssseeceeee Burma 







Rose E. Nicolet .......... Le deakans x .. Philippine Islands 
Carrie M. Bissinger . .. Philippine Islands 
Beulah Hi. Bassett) cccsc-ctcccsseenistsscocmsocorssnceessecoreeese West China 


Charles H. Shepherd ...c....ccesneecssssssecesecenesesessseeeeseee South China 
Mrs. Nellie H. Shepherd 20... .cseeesssecececceceee South China 


Home Hiela 


“Uncle Boston” W. Smith .........-.......... Chapel Car Work 
VA\ddie Ms iWiatts |. nck eet te Mexicans. 
Bertha Nicolet sscancscnsctacucschantniit ee tastnoules 

Lillian Blair (Later Caldwell) ” 
Mary; Roe | seed ob Nek ee eee hy 8 Mormons 





RuthySloman! 2 ee Christian Center Work 
Alice BE. TWimg. o...cceccneeneeneee Christian Center Work 
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An account of the final services held in the Church 
building immediately preceding the present edifice, at 
Fifth and Market Streets, Alton, Illinois. 


Sinal Services 


On Sunday evening September 17, 1899 the final 
services in the old church were held commencing at 7:45 
with the singing of the hymn “One More Day’s Work for 
Jesus” after which our pastor Mr. Twing introduced the 
Rev. H. K. Sanborne, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church who read the Scriptures and this was followed 
with prayer by the Rey. Dr. Kendrick of Shurtleff College. 
The Choir then sang “Brightly Gleams Our Banner’ and 
the Rev. M. Jameson who was pastor at the time the 
building was completed made some interesting’ remarks 
in regard to the Church at that time. 


Dr. Robert Gibson who supplied the pulpit a short 
while during the pastorate of the Rev. T. G. Field in the 
early ‘‘70’s” was introduced and the remarks made by 
him were listened to with close attention by the audience. 
Our pastor in brief interesting words then introduced the 
Rev. L, A. Abbott, of Shurtleff College, his immediate 
predecessor in the pastorate of this Church. Dr. Abbott had 
been pastor of the Church for seventeen consecutive years; 
consequently the words spoken were full of that earnest- 
ness which so characterized his ministry among us. He said 
that while it was undoubtedly sad for some to see the old 
building: removed, yet some of the material composing it 
would find a place in the new structure and to a certain 
extent would be the old building worked into the new, 
and this in a measure would afford some consolation for 
those of us who were thus saddened. Our Pastor made 
the closing address and announced that for the present our 
services would be held in the Y. M. C. A. rooms, the 
Church having by a majority vote, taken Sunday morning, 
so decided. The Choir then as a final number sang the 
beautiful hymn “Abide with Me” and our pastor Mr. 
Twing pronounced the benediction. 
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Committee on Historical Sketch 


MR. C. A. CALDWELL 
MISS SARAH E. BLAIR 
MRS. HOMER W. DAVIS 
MR. GEORGE T. DAVIS 


Committee on Invitations 


MISS HELEN CLARE RYRIE 
MISS MARY REILLY 
MR. L. M. CARR 


Committee on Program 


MRS. GEORGE M. RYRIE 
MRS. JOSEPH C. ALDOUS 
MISS EUNICE C. SMITH 
REV. J. M. WARNER 


The above committees, appointed by the Church, 
were responsible for making and carrying out the plans 
for the celebration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of 


the organization of the First Baptist} Church, Alton, 
Illinois. 
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